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worst are sent us, and we had few that we could boast of,
since the persccution in, Cromwdll’s ‘tyranny drove divers
worthy men hither.  But, I thank Gad, there are no free
schools nor printing, and I hope we shall not haye these hun-
dred years. Tor learning has brought disobedience and
hieresy, and sccts into the world, and printing has divulged
then, and libels against the best government. God keep us
from both’']

The last clause of his report tells the story of his clﬂractcr,
namely, that he did not believe in the education of the poor
at the expense of the government, but that every man should
educate his own children.

About 1670 there arrived in Virginia a man about twenty-
four ' years of age. This was Nathaniel Bacon, Jr., the son
of an English gentleman, Thomas Bacon; and probably a kins-
man ‘ol Lord Francis Bacon, the English philosopher,  Young
Racon was educated at Oxford University and had traveled
extensively in Europe. ‘As far as history narrates, he was
well versed in English politics.  Upon reaching manhood he
married a daughter of Sir Edward Duke and thus incurred
the anger of his father, He thereupon shipped for Virginia,
where he soon took a prominent part in the affairs of the
colony and became a leader among the younger men.

Everything was not quiet in Virginia when Bacon reached
the colony. The planters complained bitterly concerning the
navigation act of 1651, by which goods carried into England
should be transported only in English ships.  The trade which

Virginia had with the Dutch was a profitable one, and the

Virginians saw it>die with bitterness in their hearts. A
second navigation acl was passed in the reign of Charles IL.
of the same kind, providing that no goods should either be
shipped to or from England cxcept in British built vessels.
Neither could any of the products raised in the colony be
shipped to any place but ports in England, Ireland or some
cther port under the British' [lag. This meant that whatever
tobacco was raised in Virginia to supply the demands of
Luropean countries woulil have to go through English ports,
and thus the Virginians were placzd centirely in the hands of
the English merchants, who bougnt at=a low price and in
return sold their goods at exorbitant rates. In vain did the
sciilers protest that this action was unbecoming and tyran-
nous, especially if the mother country did not pay all the ex-
penses of her colonies at liome. It was proposed by sonie of
the planters that the crops of tobacco should be reduced, but
of course this meant a reduction of {he resources of the
planters.

Added to the strong_feeling that the Virginians thus had
against the English government for restricting their traile,
there came into existence a distrust of the royal Governor,
Sir William Berkeley, especially about 1672, after he had kept
one Assembly since 1661, Moreover, his autocratic hature
bore hard upon the people who had imbibed a spirit of lib-
erty, which neccessarily existed in'a new countiy. Some of
the colonists also thought that Berkeley was womewhat re-
sponsible for: the large grants of land that Charles 1I. =o
freely gave to favorites.  Then another cause of dizcontent
was the fact that the Governor was engaged privately in
trade with the Indians, and consequently he was slew to
take sieps against the lndians on tha frontizr when they
pillaged and stole the property of the planters.

The year 1675 pointed to serious trouble of some kind,
according to the report of some Virginians who were super-
stitious, for in this vear occurred three wonderful things,
Iirst of all, a large comet was seen every evening for a week,
streaming like a horse's tail across the heavens.  To the super-
stitiows, n comet indicated war. This phenomeanon was fcl-
lowed by great {lights of pigeons in such flocks that the sky,
wits darkened and the limbs of laige trecs were hroken dlowwn
al night when the pigeons went {o roost, A third strange
sight was a swarm of flies about an incli long dand the size of
aman's little finger, and had the letter “\WWY on their wings,
which wagz interpreted to mean war. These {lies, which were
probably locusts, came out of the groun and ate all of the
lcaves from the trees,

But to return to the narrative; In 1675 some Tndians dwell-

Sing in Stafford county, just across the Rappahannock River

from Prederickshurg, stole somie pigs of ane of the seltlers,
One or two of the Indians were shot, and the Indians then
retaliated by killing a herdsman, At once the county lieu-

tenant called all of the force of Staiferd, pursued the Indians

and killed nbout eleven of them, Unfortunately, the Indians
killed were not the guilty ones,  War having broken out in
Maryland against the Susquehannocks! a body of Virginia
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troops, under the command of Colonel John Washington,
wenit to the assistance of their Matyland brethiren., Some
Indian envoys who were sent to negetidte with the whites
were, against all the rules of war, put to deatly by the lroops
commanded by Major Thonias Truman, leader of the M.ary-
landers. Almost immediately Virginia was. filled with infu-
riated Stsquehannocks, who began to pillage on the frontier
from the head of tidewater on the Potomac to the falls of
the James. In January, 1676, in a single day, thirty-six per-
sons were mutdered.  When Berkeley was informed of this
deed he said that nothing could be done until the Virginia
‘Assembly met, in March of that year. ‘At length, when Marcit
came, the “Long Assembly’ was called. ‘A force of five hun-

dred troops were gathered, but Berkeley, without any expla-

nation, disbanded the army, saying that the frontier forts; if |
properly equipped, would furnish all the protection that the
inhabitants needed.  Then it was that Nathaniel Bacon loomed
up'as a leader. He was said 1o be a {ree thinker, but a man
who impressed the people, and he drew around him a wily,
Scotchman, William Drummond, who had been Governor of
the Albemarle colony in Carolina, and Richard Lawrence, a
graduate of Oxford, who was designated as “Thoughtful Mr.
Lawrence.” DBoth of these gentlemen were wealthy men for
that day and peneration, and are said to have had the best
homes on Jamestown Island. = Bacon himseli lived on hi3
plantation at Curl’s Neck, about fiftcen miles from Richmond.
In discussing Berkeley’s attitude towards the Indian' trou-
bles, we are told that Bacon cxclaimed, “If the red skins

meddle with me, damn my blood but 1 will harrow them, *°

commission or no commission.”

In 1676 some Indians attacked Bacon's plantation and
killed 'his overseer: and one of his servants. The planters
from the ncighborhood assembled.  Bacon took the lead and._
sent a courier to Governor Berkeley to ask for a commission.
Berkeley did not grant the commission, though Bacon in-

‘terpreted his reply as favorable, and wrote him lhankmg him

for his promised commission, i
“Hardly, however, had Bacon proceeded on his way with
his armed force of over five hundred men before news
reached them that the Goverhor had proclaimed all who con-
tinued with Bacon as rebels. Thereupon most of the planters
returned home; but some filty-seven continued in arms and
with Bacon attacked the Indians ncar Richmond and ce-
feated them in a bloody battle in which about one hundred
and fifty Indians were slain.  In the meantime Berkeley had
gathered a force and had taken the field against the young
LEnglishman who presumed to proceed without his sanction,
But suddenly came news from across the York River that the
people of Gloucester were in arms and ready to join with
Bacon.  Then the Governor, upon ihe advice of his Council,
issued writs for the election of a new House of Burgesses (o

- supersede the “Long Assembly’” which had now existed for =

sixteen years, Bacon’s [riends rallied around him and elected
him as a Burgess from Ienrico county. If we can rely upon
the reports of the time, in various parts of the colony many
men voted though they were not qualified legally, not own-
ing a freehold as-required by the law that the previous As-
sembly had passed ‘in 1670. bt}

As the time for the mecting of the new House of Bur-
gesses approached, Bacon journeyed towards Jamestown from
his plantation at Curl's in his sail boat, accompanied by some
thirty of his friends and adherents. On reaching Jamestown
he was arrested by the high sheriff and taken at once to the
capitol and carried into the presence of the stern and harsh
Berkeley.  The report is that the Governor. said to hiny,
rather mildly, “Mr, Bacon, have you forgotten to be a gentie-
man?’  “Np, may 'it please your honcr,” replied the young
rebel. “Very well,” said the Governor, “then T will take your
parole.’” Doubtless this was a greit surprise to Bacon, and
the only conelusion that we can reach for the Governor's
gentle treatment was his fear! of the people, in view of’ the
fact that a majority of the Burgesses returned from the dif-
ferent counties were not of his parly, but belonged to the
liberal element in {hie colony, Bacon went upon his release
to the house of s friend, Richard Lawrence. After Bacon's
parole the question arose what should be done. He'was
still a prisoner. His Iriends were in a state of consternation,
and on all sides was heard among the Burgesses and the hun-
dred inhabitants of Jamestown expressions doubtful as {0
the outcome, No one seemed to realize that there would be
an outbreak, and his friends were saying, “All's over; Bacon
is taken.” It was generally understood that if Bacon would
acknowledge his offense and beg the pardon of the Governor,
his previous resistance to Governor Berkeley would he ena
tirely overlooked.

In the Council there was another Nathaniel Bacan, Berke-
ley's [riend and the “rebel’s” cousin.' By this relative Bacon
was persuaded, against his will, to offer an apology to Gov-
ernor’ Berkeley for having proceeded against the Indians
without a commission. When the Assembly met, the Gov-

.ernor rose:and said, “If there be ‘joy in the presence of angels
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